
Alabama Innovation Fund 2015 Awards 
 

As part of the implementation of “Accelerate Alabama,” the State of Alabama created the 
Alabama Innovation Fund. The purpose of the fund is to maximize the use of the State’s 
economic development resources by leveraging annual research and development expenditures 
by Public Institutions of Higher Education to generate resources which can be used to support 
economic development activities. The Alabama Innovation Fund shall support and operate two 
distinct programs: (i) The Renewal Program: and (ii) The Research Program.  The budget 
available for the initial disbursement was $4M. 
 During the first round of AIF funding, the Alabama EPSCoR Program assisted the 
Alabama Department of Commerce in the management of the peer review process by providing 
$3,920K in funding. At that time, sixty (60%) percent, or $2,352K of the funding supported the 
Renewal Program while forty percent (40%) supported the Research Program.  In 2015, the 
Alabama EPSCoR Program again assisted the Alabama Department of Commerce in the peer-
review selection process, proposals were due in early August with the review panel meeting later 
that month.  The program is now funding fourteen projects at six institutions across Alabama 
ranging from automotive metallurgy in the manufacture of engine blocks to the design of a 
treadmill for those with disabilities. This program hopes to advance products “Made in 
Alabama,” while expanding the state’s research enterprise. 
 

 


